
SUN WORSHIP – BEING A TWO-PIECE RULES 

With guitarist/vocalist Felix-Florian Tödtloff leaving Sun Worship, the future of this Berlin 

based (black metal) band seemed uncertain for a while, at least for outsiders. The creative 

force of the band, formed by vocalist/guitarist Lars Ennsen and drummer/vocalist Bastian 

Hagedorn, luckily decided to continue the band. After their show in Tilburg, I approached 

Lars for an interview that took place some weeks after the end of the tour. (JOKKE) 

 

How did the “Emanations of desolation” tour go? 

Pretty well! It was planned rather spontaneously and on a really short notice to be able to 

combine a few dates which were fixed before. October in general is super busy with shows 

everywhere, but we still managed to fill every date, had short drives, and most of the shows 

were quite special in some way or the other, so yeah, we're quite happy with the outcome.  

These days most tours consist of a package with 2 or 3 bands, daily completed with local 

support bands. You decided to hit the road on your own, which means that most of the 

people really come for your band. I attended the show in Tilburg, where you were the only 

band on the bill and I really liked it. Just one band playing one hour and that’s it. A formula 

to repeat or is it better to hit the road with another likeminded band? 

Usually we would team up with another band we like, but there was no time for that, and 

also we wanted to see what it would be like to tour alone for a week. We actually ended up 

being the only band on a bunch of nights which was pretty cool, you can set up the way you 

want, no changeovers, pack up early and beer beer beer bed bed bed.  
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So yeah, as much as I enjoy being part of a small tour package it was definitely a nice change. 

Also, from an attendees perspective I can totally relate, I have a hard time concentrating on 

more than two bands a night myself, especially if they play the same style. 

Guitarist/vocalist Felix-Florian Tödtloff is no longer part of Sun Worship, which saw the 

band being reduced from a trio to a duo. Why did Felix-Florian leave Sun Worship and did 

his leave have an impact on the creative process within the band? 

He wasn't feeling it anymore. Fair enough. We kinda split up the band for a while, but 

anyway the remaining duo was the creative core from the beginning, and we quickly realized 

that we were not quite done yet. So, about the creative process... we still took a break of 

almost half a year and started writing and rehearsing with lots of fresh determination and 

zero expectations. Realizing that we could actually pull this off as a two-piece and that we are 

a damn good team when it comes to songwriting (when we used to fight A LOT over parts 

and songs in the past) was quite a confidence boost. 

Contrary to its two predecessors, the new records clocks in at a one-hour playing time. 

Were you in a good state of mind that led to great inspiration to writing “Emanations of 

desolation”? 

L: Yeah you could say so! I generally really dislike double LPs 

to be honest and 40 minutes of music per album should be 

more than enough in any case but sometimes you just have 

to jump out of your comfort zone if the result justifies it. 

What matters is that the album feels complete, you know, 

nothing of it was really planned, and in the end, we couldn't 

really take away anything without compromising the final 

vision. The writing process was a release of pure energy, and 

we managed to preserve that energy and to pour it into the 

recording itself, which I'm very proud of.  

Although I really like the organic sound and energetic production of your new album 

“Emanations of desolation”, I was curious to see how you guys would pull this off on stage. 

But, I must say that the sound was great! Did you need to use some extra pedals or 

material now the band consist of only one guitar and a drum? 

I use two signal paths with different distortion and reverb pedals into each their amplifier, 

with different eq settings. Nothing super fancy. I've got a reverb pedal which has some weird 

characteristics, it's kind of the secret ingredient, it's a bit noisy and finicky and perhaps 

slightly broken, but it is a big part of the overall make-one-guitar-sound-like-more thing I 

want, been trying to replace it but nothing works as well as it does.  
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During the gig in Tilburg, you only played new material. Is it impossible to play the older 

songs without a second guitar? Which immediately leads to the question if you will start 

looking for an extra (live) guitarist? 

We used to play a bunch of old songs with just one guitar as well, there's a few that work just 

fine. The reason for playing new material only is simply because we want to play those songs 

rather than the old ones, because they're... old. We were considering the idea of an extra 

guitar player for a brief moment but we're weirdos who'd rather hang out by ourselves to 

our own and everybody else's benefit. Being a two-piece rules.  

Sun Worship always used the dynamics of working with two singers. Drummer Bastian 

Hagedorn now also sings. Being a drummer myself, I noticed that he doesn’t play with his 

arms crossed but has an open position where he puts his ride and china cymbal at the 

same side of his hihats. Is this to be better able to sing because this way your chest and 

lungs are more open? 

Ha, good point. The actual reason however is that he's a lefty playing a right hand kit. He hits 

the ride and the hi-hat with his left hand, and it would be a bit difficult to reach the ride 

otherwise... I guess?!  

 

Sun Worship is a band that uses the audial elements of back metal, the visual aspects of 

the genre in the artworks and band logo, but not in the personal presentation of the band 

members, which often resulted in the tag “hipster black metal”, being not so called “true”. I 

don’t know if you label the band yourself as being black metal, but what are in your eyes 

the minimal criteria a band needs in order to call its music black metal? 

In principle, I don't care about labels. I see us as a heavy metal band, period. I do 

acknowledge however that with black metal, things are a bit more... complicated perhaps. 

Still, if you assume that a total disregard for outsiders’ opinions is central to black metal, then 
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hell, I never had a problem justifying referring to Sun Worship as a black metal band when 

what we did musically and spiritually channeled certain aspects, which resonated within me 

as being essential to the genre. Anyway, the rules about what's true or not were once 

postulated by 17-25 year old kids who these days are either dead, either bodily, spiritually or 

creatively, and/or who cash in big time on past endeavors at rather large and untrue events, 

so let me just say there aren't a lot of people around with a more orthodox view on what 

black metal is or should be who I actually respect. I really think people should get over the 

notion that "black metal" in itself carries a certain weight and values to its protagonists, 

because if it did, 99% of it just would not exist. That being said, I do not consider us a black 

metal band (anymore) simply because I don't feel that we are, by far not exclusively 

anymore. The minimal criteria applies to all art: you better be willing to bleed for it, you 

better be willing to go to war with yourself over it, and you better not let your ego become 

bigger than your creation. 

In an old interview with Echoes and Dust, Lars stated that to him “black metal has been 

dead for at least 20 years, for better or worse.” What is the point of playing black metal 

music if you think all the best has already been done twenty-five years ago? You can as well 

stay at home and spin old Darkthrone records. There must be at least one good reason that 

justifies the creation of Sun Worship as a band playing this style of music, no?  

I'll point back to what I just said above. The term (including it's implied values) has been sold 

out and flogged like a dead horse for a damn long time. Also, very few bands since were and 

are able to capture at least a few ounces of that certain spirit, in my opinion. Sure, that's 

super subjective, and goddamn man I was just trying to make an arrogant sarcastic point 

back then, ok? And on the other hand there actually are a whole bunch of recent bands and 

records I respect and enjoy immensely which can or even should be referred to as black 

metal so there you go... The creation of Sun Worship as band was in order to scratch an old 

infernal itch which for some reason became super acute in 2009, nothing more, nothing less.  

(Staying at home and spinning old Darkthrone records isn't the worst of ideas actually, 

although in my case that would be "Soulside journey" most likely, ha!) 

The lyrics and inspiration for the artwork seems to be centered on nature amongst other 

things, although the band hails from a big urban city as Berlin. Do you need both worlds in 

your life to be able to function and breathe? 

That would be selling our lyrics and general aesthetic a bit short I'm afraid. Anyhow, as much 

as I'd like to claim that I'd much much rather live in a less densely populated area... the 

simple fact that you're not expected to interact with everybody you meet (or anybody AT 

ALL) sometimes makes the big city life much easier for the common sociophobe. I'll have to 

accept that. Of course it would be nicer if all the nice lovely weird people here would just 

move into the same small village between woods and hills, but the reality is I'm stuck here 
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with my day job, and the same goes for the others probably. Utopia, still unborn. I try to get 

outta here as much as I can and as my general laziness allows. 

The artwork is stunning and really fits the sound and emotions of the music. Where was 

this cover picture taken? 

Thanks! It was taken in Cuevas de Artá on Mallorca and later manipulated to meet our ends. 

There was a strong resonance between that place and the then yet unfinished album even 

before that particular photo was taken.  
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In between the two last records, you released the live album “Eleven four fifteen” which 

refers to the date of your Roadburn gig. Do you consider Sun Worship more a live than a 

studio band or vice versa? 

Personally, I do not really make that distinction. The live album was released because we 

considered it worthy. It captures us at a specific point in the Sun Worship timeline which is 

sort of long ago now, but still significant. We dove straight into a very strenuous writing 

process for what became "Pale dawn" right after, and when we returned to Tilburg in 

September that year, that album was almost finished, and the band was somehow a different 

entity.  

Every release, being a demo, split or full album, has been released on a different record 

label. Do you refuse to sign a multiple record deal and prefer to be more independent so 

you can decide with what label to work with for a specific release? 

No signatures, ever, no plans, no regrets! To some degree, it was a coincidence that things 

came to be the way they did, but as for now we are stoked that we ended up being able to 

release "Emanations..." through Vendetta. 

Lars, you are since two years also part of Unru with whom Sun Worship released a split in 

2013. I really liked their 2016 record “Als Tier ist der Mensch nichts”. Can we soon expect 

some new music from this band? 

It would be risky to expect ANYTHING, but yeah we've been working on some savage new 

material which we will hopefully be able to unleash upon mankind in the not too distant 

future. 

Last year, you also joined Ultha after Ralf Conrad left the band. Ultha recently announced a 

break from touring although I read between the lines that it might as well be the end (for 

now). Can you shed more light on this? 

Sorry I can't.  

It took three years for “Emanations of desolation” to appear. Will it take another couple of 

years for new material to appear? 

Not making any plans served us pretty well in the past. I really have no idea.  

This interview was released on Addergebroed on the 1st of December, 2019. 

   


