
NINHURSAG – AN INITIATING RITUAL IN ANCIENT TEXTS 

Marduk, Tiamat, Absu, Melechech, Ishtar, Gilgamesh, ... the list of Metal bands that found inspiration 

(for their moniker) in ancient Mesopotamian/Sumerian/Babylonian religion is long. One of them is 

Croation one-man Black Metal outfit Ninhursag. The recently digitally released second part of its EP 

"Rite of Initiating Blessing" continues the story where it ended with the previous instalment, and takes 

you on a journey through ancient texts such as Egyptian Pyramid Texts and Sumerian tablets. This is 

where everything starts to take a shape after the introduction on the first EP, and you can see the path 

it's leading you on before the third and final chapter will come out and sum everything up. Enshag was 

willing to let some light shine on his creation Ninhursag. (JOKKE) 
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The “Pannonica Regnum Diaboli” split with Necrolepsy is the first Ninhursag release that has been made 

public in 2021. When did the idea for this band originate? Was there a long creation process or did the 

idea to form Ninhursag lead to the first music being written very quickly? What was first: the music or 

the project and its Sumerian concept? 

The idea for the band was there for a long time, I believe somewhere about 2012/2013. It all came to my 

head as a whole, so I picked up the guitar and that was it. The only reason I didn't do it sooner is because 

I didn't know shit about recording and didn't have the right equipment to do it. 

Besides Ninhursag, you’re also active with Black Metal band Necrolepsy and Death Metal band Exer, all 

having released their music for the first time in 2021. Is this the result of spending more time at home 

during Covid lockdowns and having more time to write music? 

Not really, the only thing that was recorded during Corona was “Rite of Initiating Blessing part II”, 

everything else was recorded earlier. It's just that we all have regular jobs, cover artist and sound engineer, 

so we are really tight with free time.  

Not to mention the guys from Exer too, look for instance Ivan Keller, amazing guitar player and a long-

time friend. He's the lead guitarist in Jelusick, a Marco Mendoza band, check him out if you didn't already. 

The dude is sharing stage with guys like Gus G, I mean he is a fucking beast of a guitar player. What I was 

trying to say is that because of really tight schedules, we are all sort of releasing music when we have the 

time: some of us are touring with bands, some of us have regular jobs besides doing music. 

In Sumerian mythology, Ninhursag was the earth 

and mother goddess, one of the major deities of 

ancient Sumer. Also known as Nintu and sometimes 

identified with Ki, she was principally a goddess of 

fertility and sacred mountains. Temple hymn 

sources identify her as the "true and great lady of 

heaven," and kings of Sumer were "nourished by 

Ninhursag's milk”. In the legend of Enki and 

Ninhursag, Ninhursag gave birth to eight deities: 

one of them being Enshag (Enshagag). Where does 

your interest in Sumerian mythology come from and 

why did you specifically choose to identify your 

music and yourself with Ninhursag and Enshag?  

Because I felt it was the right thing to do, and I felt comfortable that way. It was just supposed to be like 

that, and I can't see it the other way. The whole thing started with Sumerian and Egyptian texts. I never 

said it will stop there, because that's just the beginning. Just like our first civilizations started there, I 

started there with my music too.  

Are you aware of the American Black Metal band Ninhursag? 

At the time I came up with the concept the American band Ninhursag didn't release anything. By the time 

I realized everything and started recording, they existed. But as I said, I didn't give up on the concept, I 

felt it was the right thing to do. I don't mind if there are two Ninhursags, or three, or four. I don't care 

about that. 

Ninhursag and Hathor 
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Lyrics were created by combining texts from English 

translations of original Egyptian pyramid texts and 

Sumerian tablets. Is this the result of hours of online 

research or did you have to address specific books or 

even museums or historians? 

In Croatia, we don't have a lot of museums especially 

with that type of history. The reading material is also 

really hard to find on those kinds of subjects. The only 

book I got was a Serbian translation of the Egyptian 

“Book of the Dead”, so that was the first reading 

material on that kind of subject. But after that, 

basically everything that I read was online. 

The cover artworks are quite abstract. How do they 

relate to the lyrics and concept? 

With the cover art I feel the same as with the music: it is supposed to be that way. Because the whole 

concept and that part of the history seems so long ago to us, and so blurry that we don't know what to 

really think of it. What is true, what might have happened, and what did not. That's a shorter explanation 

of why I think this kind of abstract artwork fits the whole concept. 

So far, two parts of the “Rite of Initiating Blessing” EP trilogy have been released. Is there a specific 

vision behind the idea of releasing the music and lyrics that are telling this story over three separate 

releases? Can you elaborate a little bit more upon the concept of the trilogy? 

The 3-piece EP is imagined as an introduction to the listeners of what Ninhursag is going to be about, 

before releasing a full album. It's an initiating ritual for the new listeners. 

If I’m not mistaken, Ninhursag has not been signed to any label yet. Have you been talking with labels 

in the time following the digital release of the first two Eps? Are there any plans to release the three 

EPs in physical format, maybe even combining all three releases into one, even without the back-up of 

a label? 

I haven't contacted anyone, nor did anyone contact me. I plan to do so with the full-length album. If no 

one responds, I'm planning to release music on a physical format myself anyway. 

There will be all kinds of merch, I'm working on it. it's just that I won't yet talk about it until everything is 

ready. As I said, tight schedule and not a lot of free time. 

The promo agency that sent me your second EP mentioned bands such as Lvcifyre, Kriegsmaschine, 

Svartidauði, Misþyrming, Zhrine, Schammasch and Ondskapt in the promotional text. Is this promo talk 

or can you relate to these references? To me Icelandic band Zhrine makes the most sense in terms of 

comparisons. 

I don't know, it's just some people have compared my music to those bands, and it is there as a reference 

for people to know what to expect. I definitely agree with the Zhrine comparison, because I was influenced 

a lot by the Icelandic Black Metal scene and especially Zhrine. 
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Your music is quite technical. I’m not that fond of the songs on the split release as they are too much 

guitar masturbation for me personally, whereas on the EPs there is more room for atmosphere. Is it 

difficult to keep the balance between technicality, atmosphere and writing good songs? 

I was influenced a lot by both Death and Black metal music in terms of playing guitar. I like both equally. 

The split was something different, and that has only happened on split album. Ninhursag’s music will go 

in the direction the EPs are going. That kind of concept and vibe, I'm not going to go in any technical 

direction with Ninhursag. 

You opted for a flawless 

and crystal-clear pro-

duction with a lot of 

power and a very good 

drum sound, although 

they are programmed. 

Are you 100% satisfied 

about how the sound 

and production turned 

out?  

Yeah, I'm satisfied. Con-

sidering the equipment 

that we use, and the 

conditions in which 

everything is recorded, 

I'm more than satisfied. I 

mean everything was 

recorded in a home 

studio, and we managed 

to get that kind of sound. 

Have you ever thought 

about working with a 

drummer of flesh and 

bones? 

Yes, there was some talk with someone I won't mention still, but there will be an announcement in due 

time. 

For visual representation, you decided to hide your face/identity behind a black hoodie (similar to a 

band as Mgła). In the lyrics of “The Hymn Of The Fifty Names Of Marduk” there is a line that goes “Black-

headed men will adore him on earth, the subjected shall remember their God, at his word they shall 

worship the Goddess". Does your visual presence refer to these black-headed men? 

Yes, it does. And it's easier and less time consuming to put on a black faceless hoodie than to put on a 

corpse paint haha. To me, it was always a pain in the ass washing that shit off, so it’s better this way. 
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I must admit that I’m not that 

familiar with the Croatian Black 

Metal scene. Neighbouring 

country Bosnia and Herzegovina 

on the other hand, currently has 

a very interesting raw Black 

Metal scene, mostly revolving 

around the Black Plague Circle. 

How about Black Metal in 

Croatia? What could be the 

reason for Croatia not being 

very prolific in terms of Black 

Metal? Are there any good 

bands to mention and how have 

you seen the genre develop in 

your country in recent years? 

In Croatia, we have some Black 

Metal youtubers like Sablast 

from Zimorog, Boris Tryglav from 

Tryglav, but we don't have a lot 

of Black Metal bands. We don't 

even have a lot of people living in Croatia in general, there are like 4 million of us, that's one of the reasons 

too. Some of the good ones for me that I personally like a lot are Pogavranjen, Bednja and Sitis, definitely 

check them out. 

I mean, in Croatia, there's a lot of that dissonant shit happening right now in music and I'm happy about 

it, I like that. For a long time, nothing was happening, but lately I think Croatian metal scene is going in 

the good direction. 

What’s next for Ninhursag, Exer and Necrolepsy? 

A lot of shit haha. I've been really busy composing lately, so don't be surprised if there are two full albums 

and part III of the EP released in a really short time.  

Tis interview was published on www.addergebroed.com on August 24 2022. 

http://www.addergebroed.com/

